The object of this paper is to e:<amine some of the operational problems that arose in studying the social mobility of post-war immigrants in Canada 
was obtained, after the enumerators who had originally distributed the questionnaire had called a second time upon those who had not responded within one month. This gave a total of 478 completed questionnaires for the national sample.zInformation about non-respondents provided by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics showed that the sample of respondents was fully representative with regard to age, sex and occupation. There was, however, a slight underrepresentation of single people and of immigrants from Mediterranean countries.
Various measures were designed to assess the changes which have taken place berween the socio-economic position of the immigrants in their former countries and that which had been achieved in Canada. An obiective measure of standard of living was devised based upon the difference between the number of household amenities possessed in the former country and the number possessed in Canada.s On this basis it was found that 9 per cent of the immigrants had the same or fewer amenities as in the former country; 63 per cent had up to six more amenities and 27 Wt cent had between seven and ten more amenities. A subjective measure of the change in the immigrants' standard of living was used in which 36 per cent of the respondents said that they were very much better off in Canada; 4o per cent that they were a linle better off; t7 per cent that they were the same;4 per cent that they were a little worse offand 3 per cent that they wefe very much worse off. A subjective measure of social status mobility was also used in which the respondent was asked to indicate whether he thought his position in the community had risgn, remained the same or fallen, compared with his former country. Thiny-three per cent of the respondents thought their position had risen; 53 per cent that it was the same and r4 per cent that it had fallen.
However, the main source of information used in the study of social mobility was the information provided by the informants concerning their own and their fathers' occupations. The immigrants were asked to indicate the father's occupation when he was the same age as the informant; their own occupation in their former country; their first occupation in Canada 
